
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24th March 2020 

Dear Parent/Carers, 
  
We said our farewells to staff yesterday in case we do not return this academic year. We are now running the school on 
a skeleton basis. There will always be a member of the senior leadership team present and a few members of staff 
supervising a small group of students. 
  
Reception 
  
From tomorrow, Clare Harris and Katy Lewis will be covering reception remotely. They will still pick up any emails, if 
you telephone the school, please call the following numbers.  
I would encourage you to email if you can. 
  
Clare: 07745 295091 (8.00-12.00) 
Katy: 07935 321991 (12.00-16.00) 
  
A letter to Year 11 and 13s: ‘exam and preparation for next year’ from Mr Williams 
  
It came as a surprise to all of us that exams would be cancelled. For students and teachers alike, the news was frankly 
shocking and left many of us questioning what happens next. 
  
Like much policy at the moment, Education Department officials are having to adapt quickly and develop systems 
which will support the awarding of grades for the summer. While we have not had a definitive suggestion of what this 
will be, one exam board has released the following by way of summary. 
  
·  Regulators will develop and set out a process that will provide a calculated grade to each student which reflects their 
performance as fairly as possible, and will work with us and the other exam boards to ensure this is consistently applied 
for all students. 
  
·  Exam boards will be asking teachers, who know their students well, to submit their judgement about the grade that 
they believe the student would have received if exams had gone ahead. 
  
·  To produce this, teachers will be asked to take into account a range of evidence and data including performance on 
mock exams and non-exam assessment. Clear guidance on how to do this fairly and robustly will be provided to schools 
and colleges soon. 
  
·  Exam boards will then combine this information with other relevant data, including prior attainment, and use this 
information to produce a calculated grade for each student, which will be a best assessment of the work they have put 
in. 
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·  The aim is to provide these calculated grades to students before the end of July. 
  
·  These grades will be indistinguishable from those provided in other years. 
  
·  We’ll also aim to ensure that the distribution of grades follows a similar pattern to that in other years, so that this 
year’s students aren’t disadvantaged. 
  
·  Students will be able to appeal their grades if they don’t believe the right process has been followed. 
  
·  There will also be an option to sit exams early in the next academic year for any students who wish to – and students 
can also choose to sit exams next summer. 
  
Given all of the factors at play, this seems like possibly the fairest way for grades to be awarded. The school has a wide 
range of assessment information on students, including coursework and mock assessment grades from throughout the 
entire course alongside the more informal information that we have seen in terms of students’ engagement over 
recent times. 
  
It is important to know that at a time like this we will endeavour to be entirely fair, something that the exam board will 
support and direct us in doing. We know that students make a great deal of progress in the final months before exams 
and understand that performance in a January exam only tells part of the story when considering a final outcome. 
  
We have not been asked for formal information as yet by the exam boards but await guidance. When we know more, 
we will write again to keep you all up to speed. 
  
What do I do now? 
  
If you are in year 11 or indeed 13, this was never to be the end of the road. There is still plenty to learn and a great deal 
to be preparing for, both in terms of future learning and careers. In many senses, the next stage starts now. 
  
The GCSE and A level courses were at a point of completion when we were asked to close. This means that although 
there will not be exams, students have benefited from the full curriculum, knowledge that both prepares for life's next 
steps academically and enriches adult life. 
  
Looking back on my exams some 20 years on, the detail that I learnt in many ways is more relevant to me now than the 
grade. I am a maths teacher but the English Literature, History and Geography I learnt at GCSE continues to inform my 
understanding of the world around me despite not contributing hugely to my day to day tasks. The science I learnt in 
the sixth form alongside my mathematical study has enabled a rich understanding of many current events, even our 
current coronavirus pandemic. This is not to mention the ability to use Microsoft Excel which although taught to me in 
year 7, in a subject I didn't even take at GCSE, has done more to help my career than almost any other academic skill. 
  
Exams measure what you know. They are not what you know. 
  
In any case, we are assured that you will be awarded the grades you deserve and so you will progress from this year 
with a strong set of qualifications. 
  
If you are aiming at A levels either at Trinity or elsewhere next year, there is a wealth of material which our teachers 
are preparing to begin that learning process. This will be ready to start after the Easter break. For those serious about 
making the step up, this change in circumstance will enable you to make a jump start now! 
  
For those looking to university courses, reading lists will be available online and now is an excellent opportunity to 
begin that preparation. 
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Safeguarding update from Mrs Battley 
  
Childline have a page to provide child friendly information on the coronavirus here: 
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/your-feelings/anxiety-stress-panic/worries-about-the-world/coronavirus/ 
  
And a ‘Calm Zone’ with many activities and tools for children which you could direct your son/daughter to if they are 
feeling anxious about the current situation: 
https://www.childline.org.uk/toolbox/calm-zone/ 
  
Children may have worries with the amount of information they are receiving in relation to the virus. Encourage them 
to focus on information from reliable, child friendly sources such as Newsround: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51896156 
  
Feedback 
  
Just a reminder that we do have parentvoice@trinitysevenoaks.com for any comments and feedback. 
We do know that things were quite slow yesterday when using platforms such as SMHW. 
Contact between students is vital during this season. We will be providing some recommendations shortly what 
students can do in this regard. 
  
What should my child be expecting - update? 
  
Besides regular school work, they will be receiving a weekly email from their tutor. Heads of Year will be making 
contact if they are able. Act of Worship will be sent out Sunday night/Monday morning. After Easter, students will be 
receiving some Life lesson/PSHE input in a bitesize format of about 10 minutes. We’ll be covering some statutory 
material (e.g. mental health). Also, staff have the option of being creative and delivering sessions that we feel students 
would also benefit from. For example, one staff member yesterday mentioned a session based on ‘making a loaf of 
bread in 5 minutes’. 
  
I appreciate for many; this is a challenging time for you. If there is anything we can do, let us know. 
  
Best Wishes 
  
Matthew Pawson 
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