
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

1st May 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

 

Re-opening  

There has been a lot of speculation in the media about when/how schools will open. At present, the Government 

have not issued any guidance or dates when this will happen although I would expect an announcement soon, 

which will allow schools enough time to plan. We can assume school life, initially, will be different from before if 

we take the re-opening of schools on the continent as an example. You can be sure that we will be writing to you 

with more details as soon as possible.  

 

The future 

Staff at Trinity have been working incredibly hard to support students in their learning, many of whom have young 

children themselves to home educate. As many of you will know, it can be exhausting! We are pleased to hear so 

many stories of how our young people are engaging with the work being set, which is so important.  

 

I appreciate this time is a very challenging for both yourselves and your children. I want to reassure you that we 

will do everything possible both now when we open (perhaps on a partial basis at the beginning), to help students 

settle back into school life as smoothly and sensitively as possible. We know some will be concerned about their 

education and missing school. I know others will be feeling anxious about other things. I will come back to you 

how the school will respond to a lot of these issues over time.   

 

Academic update (from Mr Williams) 

Nearly four complete weeks learning from home, two weeks of holiday, it seems like a long time since normal 

service. We are really pleased with the response from students in continuing to learn remotely along with the 

sterling efforts of staff to set remote work which is new to all of us. 

  

Our goal as we are apart is to ensure that students continue to learn, gaining new knowledge and consolidating 

old. Subject leaders have made some decisions about which topics are delivered remotely and have adapted in 

places the plan to ensure that time is well spent at home and that learning that needs to happen face to face can 

occur. 

  

The process of revision is beneficial for all students, with many teachers building in opportunities to revise 

content from earlier in the school year. If students have completed their work within the school day, reviewing 

learning from last term or even last year is an excellent use of time and will serve students well as they transition 

to next year and the next stages of their education. On SharePoint there are knowledge organisers in each 

subject outlining the key knowledge in each area. This is the knowledge that needs to be learnt by all students as 

they progress through their time at Trinity. The knowledge which is essential for progressing to the next year or 

succeeding in the next assessment. 

  



Education for life in all its fullness

 

 

The reason for setting quizzes on Show My Homework so consistently is that the goal of our teaching is an 

increase in student knowledge. 

  

We do understand the pressures that are on both students and parents at this time, both in situations and 

performing roles outside of the normal experience. We don't expect parents to teach, but absolutely appreciate 

your efforts where that is happening. It is important to help children with routine and structure as well as talking 

to them about how important it is to keep up with the work being set. We don't expect it to be perfect but want 

to emphasise that students succeed when a high value is placed on education at home. Where you can, ask 

questions about what your children learnt today, the science tells us they will learn more simply because you 

asked them to recall what they had done. 

  

A reminder that all work is set through Show My Homework and although other applications are sometimes 

used, the smart phone app for Show My Homework will allow access to the majority of resources that students 

need to access their learning.  

  

The study skills that students can develop at this time are crucial to their future success. For most, not until they 

move into higher education or even work have they had to organise themselves so completely. Consistently 

across my teaching career, the students who are most successful are able to organise themselves and direct their 

own learning. 

  

What we are doing: 

 

Organising work 

 We aim to set work on a Monday where possible to allow students and parents to plan time across the 

week. 

 Lessons will be communicated as Maths, week 4 lesson 3, Inequalities for example. 

 All work will be posted on Show My Homework, even if other applications are then used. 

  

Lesson activities 

 We are planning that lessons would require around 50 minutes of learning activities, where possible having 

a range of activities within the lesson. 

 We have asked that video content, voice over PowerPoints or alike are used to teach new content. 

 There should be a good level of practise that follow new teaching to ensure that students are learning the 

new content. 

  

Engagement, motivation and feedback 

 We hope to increase the amount of work delivered by video/ online resources. 

 Reviewing content to ensure that some topics which are better taught in school are moved to allow this. 

 We will be continuing with regular quizzes and spelling tests, checking that students are gaining the 

necessary knowledge. 

 We will share details of how students can self-assess their own learning, both through taught video and 

sharing of mark schemes. 

 We will be adapting teaching based on the feedback we get from Show My Homework quizzes and address 

misconceptions as a result. 

  

Year 11 and 13 

 Since courses are complete and exams will not be sat, we are not setting revision activities for these 

groups. 

 Year 11 are able to complete bridging work to start their A level courses, this is being coordinated by the 

sixth form team. 
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Year 8 

 For year 8, we will be issuing GCSE subject allocations in the next couple of weeks. 

 

Bank Holiday – Friday 8th May 

The school will be closed.  

 

Foodbank  

Thank you again for being so generous by dropping food off on Tuesday. My thanks also to John Cocovini who 

has been so incredibly helpful with his time and his van – doing double runs to pick up bags. Sixty-one bags of 

food were delivered this past week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the feedback from those receiving these parcels are as follows:   

 

‘There are no words that can express the appreciation of the food parcels and help for the family from you all at this time 

of need’.  

 

‘We were overwhelmed with our food package, and my kids were overjoyed at what came. It’s made us all so grateful, and 

we appreciate all you are doing. Thank you from all of us’. 

 

‘Hi, I just wanted to say thank you so much, for all your support, over the last few weeks. I can’t believe how kind and 

caring you all have been in this difficult time’.  

 

Year 10 Work Experience (from Mrs Rayfield)  

Unfortunately the year 10 work experience due to be taking place on Monday 6th - Friday 10th July is now 

cancelled. Due to these unprecedented times, we cannot guarantee that businesses will be operating as usual. To 

avoid unnecessary worry and stress, and to ensure all students remain safe, we have decided to cancel all 

placements that would have taken place. Work placements that were organised through EBP will be cancelled by 

them. If your son/daughter organised their placement, they would need to contact the company directly to 

confirm that they will no longer be attending. 

 

Parent Newsletter  

This will resume shortly and in the first instance will be sent out on a bi-weekly basis.  Mrs Sullivan and the library 

team have put together the following for you in the meantime: 

 

https://padlet.com/hsullivan32/zzra4xtjx5zx20qm 
 
Student successes: If students have photos of successful completion of tasks at home, PSHE activities, impressive 

tasks through subject areas or just inventive projects, we will be publishing them through the newsletter. 

  

Mr Birks-Agnew will receive them through parentvoice@trinitysevenoaks.com   

 

https://padlet.com/hsullivan32/zzra4xtjx5zx20qm
mailto:parentvoice@trinitysevenoaks.com
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Chapel/expansion works  

Many thanks to those who contributed towards the chapel fund which saw parent donations reach the £10k 

mark. As you will appreciate, construction work is on hold at present, so the work on creating more science labs 

etc. and the Chapel has been delayed. Therefore, as a short-term measure, we can expect a small number of 

mobile classrooms from September at the front of the school. On a positive note, the new bus-park will be 

operational and more car-park space will be available where the bus drop-off currently is.  

 

Laundry bags for the NHS 

Over Easter staff and students at Trinity made and printed laundry bags for the staff on Sunshine Ward at 

Kingston Hospital. They will use them to wash their uniforms in and prevent the spread of Covid-19 in their 

homes.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers for our community  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be praying each day for all staff, students, parents and governors. Please join us if you would like to.  

 

Day Bible verse Prayer focus 

 

Monday 

Psalm 10 v 14 

But you, God, see the 

trouble of the afflicted; 

    you consider their grief and 

take it in hand. 

 

 

Comfort 

Tuesday 

Psalm 20 v 1 

In times of trouble, may 

the Lord answer your cry. 

    May the name of the God of 

Jacob keep you safe from all 

harm 

 

 

Protection 
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Wednesday 

Psalm 23 v 1 

The Lord is my shepherd; 

    I have all that I need. 

 

Provision 

Thursday 

Psalm 27 v 13 

Yet I am confident I will see 

the Lord’s goodness 

    while I am here in the land 

of the living 

 

Hope 

Friday 

Psalm 32 v 8 

The Lord says, “I will guide 

you along the best pathway for 

your life. 

    I will advise you and watch 

over you. 

 

Wisdom and direction 

Saturday 

Psalm 34 v 1 

I bless God every chance I get;  

my lungs expand with his 

praise. 

 

Thankfulness 

Sunday 

Psalm 34 v 4 

I sought the Lord, and he 

answered me; 

    he delivered me from all my 

fears. 

 

 

Peace not fear 

 

 

Kind regards  

 

 
Matthew Pawson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


