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Dear Parents/Carers

It is astonishing that we are nearing the end 
of another academic year. Personally, the 
reality of getting older and the children 
growing up so fast, is clearer now than ever, 
and frequently serves as a reminder about 
how precious each day is. I feel there is a 
need to be more present in the moment and 
embrace the opportunities that come our 
way. Reflecting on this year and the array 
of things that have happened are summed 
up nicely in this third edition of Trinitas. It 
gives me a deep sense of satisfaction that 
so many students were able to benefit from 
a multitude of experiences. To their credit, 
they often made the decision to engage, 
which demonstrates their proactivity. They 
perhaps don’t even realise what other skills 
they are developing as a result, which makes 
all of what we do so worthwhile. Special 
mention to our Year 11 students, who worked 
exceptionally hard for their GCSE exams. 
It was also heartwarming to receive such 
encouraging comments from parents about 
the incredible support the students received 
from staff during the lead up, and during the 
exam season itself. I echo their sentiments. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
you as parents for the support you have given 
to the school over the year, whether 

that be prayer, financially, volunteering or 
indirectly, by taking a keen interest in your 
child’s education. It all makes such a positive 
difference. 

I hope this summer is a good one for you all 
and provides the time and space for you to 
have some quality time together. 

Matthew Pawson 
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In July, we were delighted to host Reggie 
Dabbs,an exceptionally gifted and 
motivational speaker who travels the world 
speaking to over 2 million children a year. 
Reggie  flew over to the UK from the USA for 
a week and travelled to many schools in 
London and the surroundeing area. Reggie 
shares his love of God and the message 
of hope in a fun, engaging and musical 
way. He is a professional saxophonist and 
our students were in awe as he performed, 
singing along heartily! Reggie even 
encouraged our students to stand up and 
dance  - which many did! 

Above all, Reggie shared his personal story 
of hope and an attitude of ‘Never giving 
up’.  Reggie found out he was adopted at 
the age of 8 and stuggled with his identity in 
the years that followed.  He shared his love 
of Jesus and how Jesus was his constant 
friend and companion, throughout his 
troubled times. 

Reggie Dabbs, the Motivator
‘But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth’. Acts 1:8
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Having completed the Duke of Edinburgh 
Bronze Award in Year 9, our current Year 10 
were ready to fulfil the more challenging 
expedition of the Silver Award. Fortunately, 
the weather was kind and the 16 students met 
their challenge head-on. Ably armed with 
maps, compasses and all the means to survive 
for the three day trip, the Year 10s spent two 
nights in Ashdown Forest. The sun shone and 
despite some wrong turns, all were successful in 
achieving the expedition section of their Silver 
Award. 

Students are in the process of completing their 
volunteering, new skills and physical sections. 
We wish them luck! 

Duke of Edinburgh Awards              
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Our intrepid Year 9 completed their practice 
expedition for their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 
Award, bracing the arctic conditions on a 
rather wet and freezing weekend in May. 
The walk, complete with rucksacks, tents and 
an Ordnance Survey map, took the students 

across the fields of Downe and Cudham, 
passing livestock and other walkers alike. 
Despite some students having the map  
upside down, all groups made it back to 
Basecamp!
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Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 
Award
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Nicole Shepherd’s entry into the Portfolio 
‘Art Rebels’ competition certainly had 
people talking. Nicole intended her piece 
entitled ‘Brain dead?’ to challenge people’s 
perception of social media and what this 
means in our society today.

There were 1332 entries from the Kent and 
Medway area and 106 of these entries were 
chosen to be presented to the judging 
panel. We are delighted to announce that 

Nicole won this competition in the 11-14 age 
category. “There was a sense of confidence 
and relevance to the work that we thought 
would have a potential universal appeal”. 
The winning entries are now  exhibited at 
Turner Contemporary, until 8 September 2019. 

Nicole, the ‘Art Rebel’
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20 Obstacle Challenge 
The Obstacle Course Race took place 
in Ireland at the end of May with Xander 
Cruickshank, as part of Team UK. Xander 
covered the 14.2k  obstacle race, coming 
2nd to a 17 year old. Without a great deal of 
time for his muscles to  recover, Sunday was 
spent running 6k with a ‘mere’ 20 obstacles. 
The weather, in the guise of a very hard 
Irish downpour, added to the challenge. 
However, within 50 minutes, Xander had 
completed the race, winning a Gold medal. 
Well done! 



The Extended Project Qualification  allows 
students to complete a project in a field of 
study of their choice. They must demonstrate 
that it is academically useful. The unique 
outcomes are evidence of their hard work 
and independent study. The transferable skills 
developed from this project are essential for 
their GCSE and A Level studies. 

The evening event showcased the breadth 
of projects chosen and was well attended by 
their families. 

2019
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Transferable Skills

I have loved looking into a 
topic of my own interest; it 
has made me think about 
what I would like to study at 
A Level.

I don’t know why you 
wouldn’t do this course; it’s 
really interesting and an 
extra qualification!
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Richard Anstead speaking on Development 
Trade was one of our first guests. As Grace 
Donohoe explained ‘Hearing Richard speak 
about his passion for improving trade and 
trading rights in countries such as Sierra-
Leone and Tanzania was incredibly inspiring’. 
Grace explains that although Richard did not 
take the conventional route of A Levels and 
University, he used his personal experiences 
of travelling and working in various jobs, to 

shape a fulfilling career of improving the lives 
of those less fortunate than himself. 

Barrett Senior Prefect, Samantha Drinkwater, 
remarked: ‘It was inspiring to hear how far 
Richard has come on his own unique journey 
through education, some unfulfilling jobs, 
and travel’

6th Form Talks 

Martha Jarvis, who works with Archbishop 
Justin Welby in his reconciliation team, 
engaged our 6th form in debate. The title 
of her talk was ‘The Power of Faith in a 
Conflicted World’. 

Martha visited us to talk to us about her 
stories of international reconciliation. She 
is fascinated by the way in which the 
language of faith can speak to root causes 
in conflict.  Martha started working with 
Archbishop Justin’s team in 2017 and has 

since spent a great deal of time in South 
Sudan facilitating dialogue between faith 
leaders and politicians. 

For someone so young, Martha had much 
life experience. She encouraged us to think 
about day to day situations of conflict and 
how we could rethink our responses and to 
see things from the perspective of others.
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Schools Uniteth Form Talks 
Trinity has been fortunate to host two 6th form 
language students from Sevenoaks School 
each Thursday afternoon. They have come 
into the Year 7 and Year 8 French lessons and 
have helped with pair and group speaking 

tasks. Both girls, Eva and Eva have been 
inspiring and invaluable with their knowledge 
of the French language, culture and 
willingness to help with any given task.  
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Year 11 Prom
Almost 100 Year 11 students and over 20 staff 
attended The Year 11 Prom at Salomon’s  
Estate in Tunbridge Wells. 

Celebrating the End of the GCSEs, the Year 
11 were greeted with a welcome drink on 
the terrace overlooking the beautiful Kent 
countryside. ‘Oscars’ were awarded to various 
students, with the rather apposite ‘Most likely 
to be Prime Minister’ going to Drew Stevenson!

After a buffet sit down meal, the students 
danced the night away, with flip flops on hand 
for all those tired feet!



2019
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The Xtra Factor!
Trinity certainly has the X Factor when it 
comes to its Xtra-curricular clubs: with nearly 
90 different activities to choose from each 
week. Every week, students discover new 
talents and enhance their physical, mental 
and spiritual well-being. Trinity students are 
definitely kept busy!



The Wilberforce House Day raised over £960 
for two worthwhile charities. Both ‘Steel 
Warriors’ and ‘Make a Wish Foundation’  
benefitted from the generosity and ingenouity 
of our students.With some of the 6th formers 
now being able to drive, there was the added  
task of ‘guessing the number of balloons’ in 
the car!

Wilberforce 
House Day

2019
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Gold medal for Trinity Boys in the ‘National 
Gymnastics Competition’ (Grade 4)!

Silver medal for the boys group in Bulgaria. 
Well done!

Girls Gold winning performance in two 
routines of ‘Balance’ and ‘Dynamic’, 
achieving 3 Golds in total in Bulgaria.

An amazing achievement for all of our 
gymnasts!

Medals 
Galore!
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There was an overwhelming response to 
Trinity’s annual collection for the Sevenoaks 
Loaves and Fishes Food Bank. We are hugely 
thankful to everyone in the Trinity Community 
who contributed. Dodging the downpour, Mrs 
Read, our Service Placements Co-ordinator, 
together with Sixth Formers and Year 7 
students delivered the collection. They then 
helped unpack and sort food in the Food 

Bank. 10PLA won the Faith in Action Cup 
donating an outstanding 57 items. Well done!  
It was a joy to serve our local community in 
this way. ‘Don’t forget to do good and share 
what you have with others’. Hebrews 13v16

Generosity Prevails 
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In May, Key Stage 3 students listened to a 
presentation called Breaking the Cycle, with 
talks given by Dan, Jenny and Glen on their 
personal experiences. Breaking the Cycle 
began in 1999 after the school shooting in 
Columbine High School in the US.   Several 
years later, in 2008, the group began speaking 
to secondary schools across South East 
England.

The focus of the assembly was to give students 
the chance to realise that there is a way of 
dealing with and solving the many problems 
and issues facing them each day without 

choosing the path of retaliation and violence.  

By making the choice to forgive, they are 
choosing the only real way of moving on after 
they have been hurt.

Breaking the 
Cycle  

Trinitas Issue 3 

14

I was really moved by the 
speakers and it made me 
think a great deal about 
how lucky I am. 
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It’s a strike! 

Dungeness Power Station

12 JOS were rewarded for having one of the 
best attendance rates in the school this year 
by an afternoon of bowling at the Tunbridge 
Wells Hollywood Bowl.  Taken during their 
weekly slot allocated for physical activity, 
the form were treated to an afternoon of 
burgers, fries, soft drinks and turkey strikes; 
(apparently getting 3 full strikes in a row or 

hitting their form tutor)?

A great time was had by all and the 
gauntlet has been thrown down for another 
form group to beat 12JOS’ excellent 
attendance record. They will not let the 
accolade go lightly – Game On!

The Year 7s on their Geography trip, visited 
Dungeness Power Station. The rare bird life 
of the nesting Osprey was a sight to behold, 
as the students learnt about the bio-diversity 

of the plant life. Much discussion was had 
about different sources of energy and the 
best source for the UK. 
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The Battlefields Trip  
At the end of March, 56 Year 8 students 
journeyed to the Battlefields of France and 
Belgium to complement their knowledge 
of The First World War.  Some of the largest 
Commonwealth Cemeteries and Battlefield 
sites were visited by the students, who also 
learnt about the bravery of the soldiers.  A 
wreath at the Menin Gate, Belgium, was laid 
by Trinity and the group attended The Last 
Post Ceremony; a simple yet moving tribute 
to the courage and self-sacrifice of those that 
fell during The First World War. 
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Geographers investigate!

Darenth Valley
Year 8 discovered the joys of wet feet whilst 
finding small fish and inverterbrae on their 
visit to The River Darent. They measured the 
velocity, depth and width of the River at 
Horton Kirby. The sun shone for two of the 
days and luckily no-one was sun burnt!

Urban regeneration, 
together with the study 
of air polution and 
microclimates was the 
focus for the A Level 
Geographers. After their 
first trip to Sevenoaks, the 
students took their skills to 
Bermondsey and made 
notable inroads into their 
A Level project. They 
researched the high tech 
and creative industries 
now prevalent in this area.



Education For Life In All Its Fullness

Trinity School Seal Hollow Road 
Sevenoaks TN13 3SL 

01732 469111 
office@trinitysevenoaks.com

It is always a joy to collate the articles and 
photographs of the term’s numerous and 
varied activities. They demonstrate the 
wonderful variety and depth of Trinity’s 
achievements over the past few months.  

If you wish to send me any articles and photos 
to include in the next edition, please email me 
at ahussey@trinitysevenoaks.com

I hope you enjoy reading this Trinity edition.

Mrs Abigail Hussey - Editor of Trinitas


