
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14th May 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Re: Possible Re-Opening 

I wanted to write to you all to provide some information about how the proposed re-opening of schools for 

students in years 10 and 12 may affect students at Trinity School.  There are still some things that are unknown, 

and possibly some unknown unknowns, but the guidance published by The Department for Education gives us an 

indication of what things might look like. 

You may find the information you can access via the link below useful to read. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-

carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june 

As has been reported in the news, at secondary schools, the focus is on years 10 and 12, and the government 

guidance is: 

“secondary schools, sixth form, and further education colleges to begin some face to face support with year 10 and 

12 pupils, although we do not expect these pupils to return on a full-time basis at this stage.” 

Schools have been asked to prepare for this provision to commence on the 1st June at the earliest.  This is 

conditional on a decision that the Government will make, based on scientific advice, on or around the 28th May.  

Early next week I will write again to the parents of students in years 10 and 12 to outline what we could offer, and 

to ask whether they will want their son/daughter to attend school.  I cannot say at this stage exactly when provision 

will commence.  

Based on Government advice, the following will be in place for any re-opening of Trinity School 

 Class sizes of not more than 15 students 

 Students will stay in the same classroom, teachers will move to them,  and there will be no mixing between 

class groups 

 Lessons will be core subjects and humanities 

 The Department for Education are advising that it is not necessary to wear PPE in schools 

 Regular handwashing 

 If a child or teacher develops symptoms of Covid-19, the entire class and teachers(s) would have to self-

isolate for 14 days 

 

The Government have advised against travelling by public transport.  We do not know at this stage which buses 

will run.  We realise that a lack of public transport, or the ability to travel to school on public transport will make 

it impossible for some students to return to school, even if they wanted to. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
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Education for life in all its fullness

 

 

It is not possible for us to have all year 10 and 12 students on site at the same time, and to maintain social distancing.  

We will therefore be running a rota system, and students will only attend on certain days.  The Government have 

made clear there will be no penalties for non-attendance.  If parents do not wish their children to attend school, 

they should keep them at home and rely on the work that is being set. 

The school day will be staggered for different groups of students.  This will mean different start and end times, and 

different break and lunch times to ensure social distancing takes place.  This will also mean a later start and earlier 

finish, and that students will only be in school for part of the week. 

It is not clear at this stage what catering provision there will be, but we will continue to provide vouchers for free 

school meals, and will hopefully provide an update on this next week. 

We have a number of staff who have been told to stay at home due to being classed as clinically vulnerable, and 

many of us have seen the impact of covid-19 on family and friends.  As parents, you know your own personal 

situation and are therefore in the best place to make the decision on whether your son/daughter should return to 

school or not. We are attempting to plan for students in years 10 and 12 who remain at home to be able to access 

lessons remotely.  This could be live and/or in a recording, and further details of this will be provided in 

communication next week. 

There are no plans for years 7, 8 and 9 to return at this time, and it may well be September before these students 

return to school.  Work will therefore continue to be set for these year groups via Show My Homework.   

Please note that all of the above is subject to change. 

Provision for vulnerable and key worker students remains unchanged, and will continue as is, regardless of any 

opening for years 10 and 12.  As already communicated, if you wish to now make use of this provision, please 

contact Debbie McVeigh via headspa@trinitysevenoaks.com.  If you are unsure whether you classify as a key 

worker, the guidance can be accessed via the link below. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-

for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision 

Thank you for your continued support at this difficult time. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Dr Matthew Pawson 

Headmaster 
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