
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

3rd September 2019 

 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

Re:  Homework Expectations 

 

I am writing to inform you of the changes we are making to our homework strategy for the new academic year.  

 

Why are we making this change? 

Current research has shown that a key strategy to making excellent progress in learning is being able to put 

information from the short-term memory into the long-term memory and being able to recall this knowledge.  

Due to the nature of examinations now being at the end of two or three years, it is vital that students are able to 

remember information over a longer period of time and be able to easily access it and apply it to exam questions.  

Cramming lots of information for many different subjects several weeks before exams is not the most effective 

way of revising and retaining information, so we are introducing the use of Knowledge Organisers as homework 

in order to strengthen understanding of key information, concepts and subject specific terminology.   

 

What are Knowledge Organisers? 

A Knowledge Organiser is a set of key facts or information that pupils need to know and be able to recall in 

order to master a unit or topic. Typically, one topic organiser will fit onto one page of A4. 

 

How will it work? 

Students will have a homework timetable that will inform them which subjects they will need to study each 

evening.  They should spend 20 minutes per subject self-testing the information that is on the Knowledge 

Organiser that their class teacher has specified.  They will be given a homework exercise book in order to record 

their work.  

 

The expectation for KS3 students will be that they will have Knowledge Organiser homework plus a numeracy 

and literacy homework each week.  The KS3 timetable is below: 

 

  Week 1  Week 2  

Monday  English    English  

Tuesday  Maths    Maths  

Wednesday  Science  

MFL  

Science  

Thursday  History  

RE   

Geography  

Computing  

Friday  Music  

Drama   

Art  

DT  



Education for life in all its fullness

 

Some departments may set an extended project to complete over several weeks designed to extend students’ 

wider understanding of a topic, but there will be typically no other homework set. 

 

KS4 students will be set Knowledge Organisers each day and may also be set an additional homework to 

complete per subject per week, which should take no more than an hour to complete.  The KS4 timetable is 

below: 

 

  Week 1 and 

Week 2  

Monday  English  

RE  

Tuesday  Maths  

Option Block 1 

Wednesday  Biology  

Option Block 2  

Thursday  Chemistry  

Option Block 3  

Friday  Physics  

Option Block 4  

 

KS5 will be expected to complete 20 minutes of a Knowledge Organiser per night and then any additional 

homework set by the teacher during the week: 

 

  Week 1 and Week 2  

Monday  Option Block 1  

Tuesday  Option Block 2  

Wednesday  Option Block 3  

Thursday  Option Block 4  

Friday  Free choice  

 

How can I help my child with their Knowledge Organiser homework? 

As Knowledge Organisers have all of the information that the student needs to understand on them, it means that 

parents/carers do not need to worry about not having all of the subject specific knowledge to be able to help 

their child.  It also makes it easier to check that children have done their homework and revision.  Below are 

some suggested strategies that you could do with your child to help them engage effectively with their Knowledge 

Organisers: 

 Check that they have self-quizzed to enable them to memorise: they cover up one side of the knowledge 

 Read through the organiser with your son/daughter and ask them to explain the ideas to you.   

 They could convert the information into a mind map or diagrams. 

 Test them on the spellings of keywords and the definitions. 

 Get them to create a glossary (list) of the key words and definitions. 

 Read out parts of the organiser to them, but miss out keywords or phrases and ask them to complete the 

missing sections. 

 

A video showing how the students should complete their Knowledge Organisers can be found by following this 

link:   Click here 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n5Ok8V6MRK8&feature=youtu.be


Education for life in all its fullness

 

How will the teachers check understanding? 

Teachers will check the homework exercise books to see if the self-quizzing practice is of sufficient quantity and 

quality.  For quantity, students must complete at least one full page of self-quizzing.  For quality, it must be neat 

and accurate, with all errors and spelling mistakes corrected in purple pen. 

 

Lessons will include a range of knowledge retrieval activities, for example ‘low stakes’ testing where students are 

required to recall knowledge.  This enables students to revisit previous learning from the whole curriculum rather 

than just what they have done recently.   

 

Where can I find the Knowledge Organisers? 

All Knowledge Organisers can be found in the student area in Sharepoint.   

 

All of this information will also be shared with students and we look forward to the benefits this will bring to our 

students’ learning next academic year. 

 

 

 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

Zoe Loveridge 

Assistant Headteacher 

 


