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Jesus said: ‘Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain,
'Move from here to there,' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.’ Matthew 17:20

Years 11 and 13. In just a couple of weeks we will say goodbye to
our Year 11 and 13 students. They finish with assessments, internally
marked and for a second year, teacher assessed grades. The
government decision to cancel exams due to the pandemic has meant
that new systems and approaches have been developed with a view to
supporting students in demonstrating their knowledge and skills. The
students have been exceptional in their attitude and resilience at such
a strange time, embracing the opportunity to show what they have
learnt through the past terms. The students' approach in lockdown
also deserves special mention.
Many of our Year 11 students will stay with us next year, starting
courses in the Sixth Form. Others will leave us to pursue a wide range
of opportunities in employment, apprenticeships and education. Our
Year 13 students similarly will leave pursuing a variety of courses with
many securing places at university including some of the most
prestigious in the world.
As I write, Years 10 and 12 are completing internal assessments; we
look forward to them sitting normal exams next year! Mr Williams,
Deputy Headteacher.

Attendance. If you need to
report your child’s absence please
email the school at
attendance@trinitysevenoaks.com
or ring 01732 469111 option 1 or
extension 202 and leave a message
for the Attendance Officer, Miss
Ingham. Thank you.

Message from the Chaplain. If you have faith as small as a mustard seed...nothing
will be impossible for you' Matthew 17:20. Are you facing a challenge? If so, you are not
alone! When we are faced with challenges that seem impossible to meet or conquer Jesus
reminds us here about of our faith. Everything in life starts with a seed, this includes our faith. I
remember one year, sowing a sunflower seed in a small pot which was placed on my
windowsill. The sunlight and daily watering enabled the sunflower to grow, until it was large
enough to transplant outside. Once outside, it flourished and grew to over 6 feet! From a seed
so small it grew to be a beautiful sunflower. Many times, in life, God grows our faith, and we see answers to
prayer immediately. But other times, we may face an ongoing challenge which feels and looks like a seed which
has been planted in deep soil with little to no growth or activity. But this does not mean that God is not
working behind the scenes, in that deep rich soil. These are times where He is growing our perseverance, our
character, our faith in Him. Last year, I paid no attention to the garden at all and then a huge beautiful
sunflower appeared (one which I had not planted). This reminded me that God is at work all the time, creating
beauty out of nothing and even in ways which we had least expected. Blessings in Christ, Anna.

Careers Talks - KS3 and KS4. Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 will have the opportunity to hear
from employers in industry in June and July as part of their Careers programme at Trinity.
Employers will speak about their experiences in industries including arts and culture,
finance, science and business. These careers talks offer a unique insight into a range of
employment sectors and give students a chance to reflect on their own career path.
Vacancies. The current list of school vacancies can be found on the Trinity Website.
Please start following us on Twitter - @Trinity7oaks, @Trinity7OaksDSL, @Trinity7oaks_PE
www.trinitysevenoaks.org.uk
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How can you support your child with their revision? Years 7, 8 and 9 will all have









end of year assessments in June. Homework between now and then will support revising for
these. As parents, what can you do?
Be positive about revision; explain that it will make a difference!
Help them to try out different revision strategies to see what works for them. Help them to understand
that some strategies may not be helpful for them as an individual and that they need to find out what
works for them.
Encourage them to balance their time with work and play. Too much time spent on revision is just as
unhelpful as too little. Plan time to study with regular breaks to do something different and
relaxing. Encourage them to build in time for exercise or getting fresh air.
Set up a space at home that helps them to work effectively. This needs to be away from distractions and
other noise in the house, with enough space to work and a comfortable chair to sit in.
If they have trouble staying away from distractions then consider looking after electronic devices such as
mobile phones until after study sessions are finished so that they are not tempted with the distraction of
social media.

PSHE education helps students to stay safe, healthy and prepared for life's challenges and
opportunities. Mrs Gale ensures we look at the PSHE and RSE provision from a Christian
perspective. We follow statutory guidance, as well as including career and financial education. We also look
closely at one of our TELLS each term. This term we focussed on the incredible example set by HRH Prince
Philip and his Duke of Edinburgh programme which so many young people across the world, including our own
students benefit from. Topics recently looked at by various year groups include dealing with grief, violence
against woman, role models, extremism, online gaming, cancer in women (we looked at male cancers last
term), grooming, FGM (Female Genital Mutilation) and careers. Year 9 students have watched this TED talk on
escaping online addiction which Mrs Gale found useful from a parent perspective too. This is a snapshot of our
programme. If you wish to discuss anything related to this please email Mrs Gale dgale@trinitysevenoaks.com.

Sixth Form News. Despite the disruption caused by the pandemic, life in the sixth form goes on.
New Prefects. The new prefects begin their roles in earnest after their end of Year 12 assessments.
This includes the new Head Girl/Head Boy team who will be visiting all year form groups over the
coming weeks to introduce themselves to students.
Applications. We have over 100 first choice applications to Year 12 for September including approximately
40 students from other schools.
Induction Programme. There are three days of induction for the new Year 12 students starting in
September enabling them to hit the ground running in September. They will start their EPQ during this time as
well as spend time in the Study Centre working as if they were Year 12 students. They will be embarking on a
range of courses including Politics and a new IT course.
CLICK HERE if you are interested in what we currently offer at Trinity.
What next for Year 13 students? Year 13 students have until 10th June to finalise their choice of university
for September and the choices are impressive, from Oxford, Edinburgh and York universities to vocational
degrees at Birmingham and Falmouth studying landscape architecture and art illustration respectively. Ten
students are having a gap year with five entering employment and four pursuing apprenticeships.

EPQ. All sixth formers are invited to complete an independent project qualification as part of being in the
Sixth Form at Trinity. Year 13 have now completed their Independent Project Qualifications and submitted
their work for marking. Students worked incredibly hard to complete their projects during two separate
lockdowns with the support of their supervisors via email. The work was of an excellent standard this year,
with many sophisticated essays and reflective research logs. Projects included a range of topics including ecoarchitecture, music video production and explorations of animal husbandry.
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Reading for pleasure gives countless opportunities to engage in the
wider world, cross continents, explore cultures, engage with ideas and
philosophies, develop empathy towards others and evolve an active
and creative imagination. Please encourage your child to use the Sora
app and book-a-book click and deliver library service. Details can be
found in the latest library newsletter along with the latest library news,
book recommendations and competitions.

Forest School Update. A range of students in Years 7 to 9 have taken part in Forest School over the
past two months, based in the woodland beyond the school field. Students have learnt new skills including
den building, fire lighting and craft. It has given the opportunity to develop leadership and team working
skills.

The Co-curricular Programme will start on Wednesday 9th June after
being postponed due to lockdown. The programme will be year group based
due to the bubble system and each student within a year group will have the
opportunity to select from ten activities which will take place from 2:25pm to
3:25pm every Wednesday. Students will select three preferences with the
emphasis on students receiving their first choice as much as possible. The programme is based on
developing students skills for life and incorporates challenging students to develop skills they already
possess but also opening them up to new activities which will prepare them for the world outside school.

House Challenges. House competitions continue this term with a new set of challenges being
released at the start of May. The house challenges are based on earning house points for completing
challenges set, these challenges are based on three categories; physical, creative and mental. The
challenges are shared with the students via their school email address as well as through the form group
notices. Every student who enters earns points for their house and the winners also receive a £10
Amazon voucher. Subjects also set their own house challenges through the year and they will be
promoted during lessons. Examples of entries for different challenges:

Recycled car challenge

Number 9 Cake Challenge
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Trinity Service Programme. Year 8 students made 150 bundles of chocolate eggs to bless the
residents of Lavender Fields and Weald Heights. The Activities Co-ordinator for Weald Heights writes “I
would just like to sincerely thank you for the lovely gift of the Easter eggs that your students beautifully
wrapped and gave for our residents to enjoy. Our residents were so very touched by the very kind gesture
and the time and effort that your lovely children put into making these lovely gifts for us. Please pass on our
sincere thanks to all the children and we hope to see you all in the near future when restrictions allow.”

Trinity’s Creation Care ‘Growing Hope’ Garden
‘The Lord God put the man in the garden of Eden to care for it and work it’ Genesis 2:15

We are thrilled to have established a Creation Care, 'Growing Hope' Garden at Trinity.
The aims of which are:

To educate Trinity students on climate change through the process of growing
organic vegetables.

Learn how climate change critically affects poorer nations.

Provide leadership opportunities through the role of Creation Care Assistants. The Growing Hope
Garden will form part of Trinity's Service Programme placements for Years 7 and 8.

The garden will provide a place for students to enjoy the healing benefits of being in God's creation,
sowing sunflowers and receiving pastoral care.
We are very grateful to Mr Mumford for building the planters and to Janet Phythian, a service volunteer who
has planned the vegetable programme and provided training for our Creation Care Assistants.

Trinity Foodbank. Since opening last March
Trinity Foodbank has wonderfully been able to
distribute 1549 food care packages. Once again
this is due to the incredible generosity from
within our school and local community. Thank
you so much for every tin donated and for the
financial donations as well. If you would like to
know more or would like to receive a food care
package please contact
hread@trinitysevenoaks.com.

Parent Prayer Meeting.
Every month we meet on zoom
to pray for our school. We
would love you to join us this
Thursday 6th May at 9:30am.
Zoom link click here. Meeting ID:
990 2021 9124. Passcode: Pray.

Lent Service Challenge: Toilet Twinning. A massive thank you to
everyone who raised and donated money to the Lent Service Challenge:
Toilet Twinning. We are delighted to say that we hit our target of £3500
which is fantastic! This has been a wonderful expression of generosity from
the whole school community; staff, students and parents. This will enable
14 toilet blocks to be built for schools in Africa which do not currently
have a safe and hygienic place for students to go to the toilet. Well done to
everyone who donated, baked, cycled and played to raise the money!

Friends of Trinity School (FOTS). We very much hope to become more active again
in the summer term, pending government guidelines. If you would like to get involved with
FOTS and can volunteer some time, please do get in touch via chair.fots@outlook.com.

Ordering online? Use Easyfundraising and AmazonSmile. It costs you nothing but every time
you shop online you could be raising funds for Trinity School. Register The Friends of Trinity School
Sevenoaks as your chosen charity. Find out more here.
For further information regarding FOTS click here.

4

Education for life in all its fullness

Key Dates
Summer (Trinity) Term
Thursday 6th May. Zoom Prayer Meeting. 9:30am-10:15am
Wednesday 13th May.Year 12 parents’ evening 4:00pm-7:00pm
Wednesday 26th May.Year 10 parents’ evening 4:00pm-7:00pm
Thursday 27th May.Year 11 Sixth Form induction day 1
Friday 28th May. Last day of term, finish at 3:25pm
31st May 2021- 4th June 2021. Half Term.
Monday 7th June. Return to school, week 1
w/c Monday 7th June.Year 7 assessment week
Monday 7th June-Friday 9th June.Year 9 assessment week
w/c Monday 14th June.Year 8 assessment week
Wednesday 16th June.Year 11 Sixth Form induction day 2
Wednesday 30th June.Year 11 Sixth Form induction day 3
Thursday 8th July.Year 11 Prom
Tuesday 13th July.Year 13 Prom
Saturday 3rd July-Thursday 8th July.Year 13 gold DofE qualifying
expedition
Saturday 10th July-Tuesday 13th July. Silver DofE qualifying
expedition
Wednesday 21st July 2021. Last day of term finish at 1.30pm
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