
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16th June 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Welcome  

I hope this email finds you all well, safe and in good spirits. This week sees us open to most of the year 10s and 

some year 12s. The feeling to have more students back at school, to see face-to-face teaching was a moment of 

joy. With the gradual easing and re-opening we are now seeing across society (retail etc.), I am hopeful that more 

students will be able to come into school sooner than later. Indeed, just yesterday, we received more guidance 

from the government about how secondary schools can invite pupils in other year groups for a face-to-face 

meeting before the end of term. We think this is an excellent idea although much planning needs to happen 

beforehand. More on this to follow.  

 

Over recent weeks, there have been a few headlines in the national press about the younger generation, being the 

‘lost generation’. From a school perspective, the need to build resilience in our students is more necessary than 

ever. We want them not just to bounce ‘back’, but ‘forwards’. To do so, the reality of what is happening needs to 

be acknowledged including how challenging it has been for everyone. Whilst we should not deny the present 

situation, we can find purpose and meaning through it, focusing on the good things that have emerged during this 

time.  

 

Being resilient through tough times can also lead to innovative and better ways of doing things. Often, adversity 

forces us to work differently and creates opportunities, and when we look back, we realise we are more effective 

now than before. This has to happen at school, but also at an individual level. I would be grateful if we could 

collectively reinforce a similar message, then I believe our brilliant and talented students can approach their 

futures with excitement, anticipation and positivity. 

 

Appointment  

Congratulations to Mr Shaw who has been appointed to Assistant Headteacher (Sixth Form). 

 

Assessments  

Next week, students are sitting their assessments. Mr Williams has more information below. I have emailed each 

year group earlier this week to say, ‘do your best’ and ‘be honest’. It is crucial teachers have an accurate 

understanding of what students know and what they do not, so that they can plan appropriate follow-up work. 

 

Sixth Form and Year 6 induction  

This Wednesday sees sixth form induction take place, via Zoom. Many of our sixth form prefects are taking 

responsibility for delivering parts of the day’s proceedings. 

Year 6 induction is taking on a completely different form compared to previous years, which I hope proves better 

in many regards. 

 

 



Education for life in all its fullness

 

 

Parent Voice  

Do keep on using parentvoice@trinitysevenoaks.com if you have anything you want to tell us.  

 

A message from Mr Williams about assessments:  

Why are we sitting assessments now? 

End of year assessments are a rite of passage but more importantly, a milestone in the learning journey. 

Preparation for assessments consolidates learning, requiring students to reflect on and memorise the work from 

that year. At Trinity, our curriculum structure means that each year builds on the last, that time spent mastering 

year 7 content will directly support learning in year 8 and beyond. We consider something learnt when it is 

committed to a students' long-term memory. 

 

How do the assessment timings work? 

Assessments will be set at the start of the week through online methods. These will be signposted through Show 

My Homework, with some subjects using quizzes on SMHW and others using other programmes such as 

MathsWatchVLE in maths. We are not providing a strict timetable for the same reasons that we have not done 

this for lessons, choosing instead to allow parents and students to plan their time. A suggestion is to stick to the 

regular school timetable as closely as possible, completing 3-4 assessments per day; this is what students would 

have experienced if it were not for lockdown. 

 

How can parents support? 

Parents can support this process by helping children plan timings throughout the week. They can also help by 

ensuring a quiet, distraction-free environment, particularly not allowing phones or other internet-connected 

devices to be present during assessments. 

 

How will students receive feedback? 

Students will receive feedback in the form of assessment marks and review lessons, supporting the students in 

overcoming common misconceptions. The grades will be reported at the end of term as usual, with the exception 

being year 9 who will receive standardised grades (as they did in year 8) due to the significant difference in the 

style of assessment we can administer. 

 

Students are not expected to complete any other work next week and can therefore take the time to complete 

their assessments well. Regular lessons will resume on 29th June for the remaining three weeks of term. 

 

In closing, let me take this opportunity to wish you all well and to thank those who are still contributing and 

helping with the food bank. Please do get in touch with Anna if you need help in this area.  

 

Kind regards 

 

 
Matthew Pawson 

Headmaster 
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