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Many thanks for the returned purple data forms sent home last
week. We need responses from all parents please. Contact
data@trinitysevenoaks.com if you need a new form.

Key Dates - see page 7

Reflection from the Chaplain - Running
the Race!
'And so it is that the last shall be first, and the first, last' Matthew 20:16
A friend recently shared this story with me. It resounded particularly
with me as my niece, Charlotte, has Down’s syndrome but I think
this may bless us all and remind us that it is better to slow down and
to look after others' needs ahead of our own. Just as Jesus taught.
A few years ago at the Seattle Special Olympics, nine contestants, all
physically or mentally disabled, assembled at the starting line for the
100 metre sprint, with a relish to run the race to the finish and win.
All, that is, except one boy who stumbled on the track, tumbled
over a couple of times, and began to cry. The other eight heard the
boy cry. They slowed down and looked back. One girl, with Down’s
syndrome, bent down and kissed him and said, “This will make you
feel better.” All nine linked arms and walked across the finishing line
together. Everyone in the stadium stood, and the cheering went on
for several minutes. People who were there are still telling the story
today. Why?
Because deep down we know this one thing: what matters in this life
is more important than winning for ourselves. What truly matters in
this life is helping others win, even if it means slowing down
ourselves and changing our own course. Blessings in Christ, Anna.

Results days in August. The school will be open between
9:00am and 11:00am on the following days for students to collect
their results.
10th August - A Level, BTEC and CTEC results are received.
12th August - GCSE and vocational results are received and students
enrol in the sixth form.
All results this year have been arrived at through a process of
teacher assessment. Staff have carried this new burden exceptionally,
with students giving their very best since the return from lockdown.
If you are in Year 11 or 13 and are unable to collect your results in
person, please complete the following form: CLICK HERE

All lockers will be cleared over
the summer holidays with locks
removed and content disposed of.
Please remind your child to empty
their locker.

Attendance. If you need to
report your child’s absence please
email the school at
attendance@trinitysevenoaks.com
or ring 01732 469111 option 1 or
extension 202 and leave a message
for the Attendance Officer, Miss
Ingham. Thank you.

Dates for Next Year. In
order to support all students in
making the maximum possible
progress it is crucial they are in
school every day. Holidays and
special events should be planned
outside of term time. Term dates
for 2021-22: CLICK HERE

Academic Calendar for
2021-22. To get ahead of the
curve, here is the provisional
calendar for next year: CLICK
HERE .

End of Year Assessments. All students have now completed End of Year assessments. These
assessments support students and teachers alike as we move into the new academic year. Years 7, 8 and 9
for the first time this year completed assessments in the Sports Hall under exam conditions. They really
rose to the occasion!
Please start following us on Twitter - @Trinity7oaks, @Trinity7OaksDSL, @Trinity7oaks_PE
www.trinitysevenoaks.org.uk
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Education for life in all its fullness
90% attendance during their time at secondary school means half a year of schooling lost
80% attendance is equivalent to a whole year of school lost between Year 7 and Year 11

The academic year has only 190 days
There are 175 days to go shopping, go on holidays,
play on X-Box, rest…
Students are expected in
school every day, including
Sports Day and any half
day finishes.

94% of Trinity students whose
attendance was greater than 95%
attained a grade 4 or above in
their English and Maths GCSE
over the past 3 years

Statistics indicate that your child is likely
to drop a grade in each GCSE they sit for
every 10% drop in attendance.

It is a parent’s
legal
responsibility
to ensure that
their child
attends school
regularly and
punctually.
As a school we
have a legal
responsibility
to advise
parents if their
child’s
attendance is a
concern.

90%
attendance
is classed as
Persistent
Absence

Science Practical Experiments Return! We are pleased to share that we are getting back into the
swing of science practical activities. Year 7 students here are testing food samples for protein, starch, fat or
sugars. Year 12 students are testing the rate of photosynthesis. Budding scientists one and all! It is great to
see students once again have the opportunity to learn science this way. CLICK HERE

History Coursework. Our A Level History students produce an individual essay as part of their course.
In normal times it contributes 20% of their grade in history and is very often some of the best work our
students produce. Despite the lockdown disrupted year, our students have produced outstanding work. I
would like to share our head girl Eloise’s essay comparing the role of John F Kennedy and Lyndon B Johnson
in securing civil rights in America by 1968. Mr Williams, Deputy Headteacher. CLICK HERE

Trinity's Creation Care 'Growing Hope'
Garden. We are thrilled that the harvest has
arrived! The garden has produced spinach, pak choi,
spring onions, lettuce with the fruit and potatoes to
come!
Trinity established the Creation Care 'Growing Hope Garden' in March 2021 and it aims to:

Educate our students on climate change through the process of growing vegetables organically and
learning how climate change critically affects poorer nations.

Teach ‘Farming God’s Way’ principles in planting which reinforces that God created the world and
everything in it and the importance of caring for it.





Student leadership opportunities through training Growing Hope Garden Creation Care Assistants.
The Creation Care Garden forms part of Trinity’s Service Programme, where students in Years 7 and
8 will have placements in the garden.
Mental wellbeing and pastoral care. The Growing Hope Garden provides a place for students to enjoy
the healing benefits of being outdoors, sowing sunflowers and having an opportunity to be listened to
by members of our staff, chaplaincy and pastoral teams.
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Sports Day. We are cancelling sports day this year as we have significantly limited
space with the astro area being resurfaced and the continued need to keep students in
year group bubbles meaning it is, sadly, not possible.

Launch of the new Kent Music Hub at Trinity School. CLICK HERE for further information.

Encouraging students to read every day has immense benefit to their development both
cognitively and socially, improving their vocabulary and language skills; their wellbeing,
confidence and overall mental health. Click on the links below for related articles.
Reading improves children’s vocabulary. Reading helps students to build important
background knowledge they need to succeed.
Why not encourage your child to use the Sora app and book-a-book click and deliver library service
to help them read independently. Details can be found in the library newsletter along with the latest book
recommendations and library news.

Parental Survey. Many thanks for the very many parents that completed the survey earlier in term.
We learnt a great deal but here are some of the most commonly requested items:
You said…

We say…

"I'd like to know what is my
child learning each year"

We are updating school website to include
1. A broad overview of each subject for each school year
2. Knowledge Organisers which span the whole curriculum
published in September
3. A video introduction of how to support your child in each
subject area

"I'd like to know how to help
my child revise"

A lot of time has been spent on revision techniques in class for
students. We will share this content with parents at the start of
the year, with each year group have a parents’ information
evening scheduled at the start of the year.
We have spent more time with students covering revision in
younger year groups this year which showed in how well they
approached their end of year exams.

"I'd like to know what
There are a number of excellent resources available.
resources are available outside
of lesson time”
As a school we subscribe to Seneca which covers the vast
majority of content that we teach in years 7 to 11. Teachers will
often direct students here but many students use this site on
their own.
There are also a number of excellent resources available on the
Oak National Academy, developed in lockdown to support the
remote learning we were thrust into.

We will also be outlining in the new year how teachers feedback to students at Trinity to help them make
progress.
I plan to survey parents again in December to understand what progress has been made. With sincere
thanks for your support, Mr Williams, Deputy Headteacher
Vacancies. The current list of school vacancies can be found on the Trinity Website.
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Year 9 - SHINE Girl Course. We have recently run a SHINE Girl course for
some of our Year 9 students. This course aims to increase confidence through
developing an understanding of your own self-worth, purpose, and strength.
Throughout the course students week by week explore what it means to know 'I
am valuable'; 'I am wonderfully made'; 'I have the power of choice'; 'I am resilient';
'My potential is limitless' and 'My life has purpose'. The students created this
beautiful piece of artwork as they explored resilience and courage. The course is
run by the chaplain and Mrs Radford.

Key Stage 3 Summer Holiday
Challenge! Are you worried that
your child will be bored over the
holidays or will just want to stay glued to
technology?
The Key Stage 3 Summer Holiday
Challenge will be full of ideas of things
that they can do to keep their brains and
bodies active. Students can complete activities to earn points
towards achieving the challenge.
The challenge will be given to students nearer the end of term, so
please look out for it and encourage your child to get involved.

Creative Intervention
Programme. ‘Soar’ is
another huge and stunning
piece of artwork made in our
Creative Intervention
Programme. Soar points us to
the hope we can know by
resting in God’s strength
when life is hard. Well done to each of our talented students. Look
out for it going up in the school.

Get involved with the Friends of Trinity School! The Friends of Trinity (FOTS) is

like a PTA; the committee comprises a group of parents who plan and run social and
fundraising events and activities. Our much needed financial contribution to school funds goes
directly to benefit Trinity students. Serving refreshments is often a much appreciated task! We
are looking for volunteers to either join the committee or be called upon to help as and when needed.
Contact megansweeting15@gmail.com to find out more or to volunteer.
After serving 5 years and 3 years respectively, the current Chair and Treasurer are looking to
hand over the ropes to a new FOTS leadership team – now with well-established processes in
place, it’s in good shape for someone to bring new energy to the role. Please step forward if this
could be you.

Ordering online? Use Easyfundraising and AmazonSmile. It costs you nothing but every time
you shop online you could be raising funds for Trinity School. Register The Friends of Trinity School
Sevenoaks as your chosen charity. Find out more here.
For further information regarding FOTS click here.
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Co-curricular in Action. The co-curricular programme has now begun and it has been a huge success,
this is down to brilliant teachers and support staff delivering great activities and students embracing the idea
and really getting involved. There is a wide range of co-curricular activities to help our students develop
skills for the future and enhance their skills and talents. Students are thriving in these activities and there is a
real buzz around the school when period 6 on Wednesdays comes around.
Students can socialise in these sessions and meet friends with similar interests. Every year group has a
different selection of co-curricular activities to participate in.

Year 7 have Lego League, Jigsaw puzzles, Listen and Colour, Classic History, The Natural World,
Chess, Music Workshop, Cornhole Games, Christian Union and Drawing Club .

Year 8 are taking part in sports house competitions in which they participate in sports to earn points
for their house (Fry, Faraday, Lewis, King, Wilberforce and Barrett) .

5

Education for life in all its fullness

Year 9 can do Book Club, Word Puzzles, Textiles, Time Bandits, Natural History, Mindfulness,
Computer Gaming, Duke of Edinburgh or Animation.

Year 10 can choose from Forest School, Film Club, Props/Costume Design, Engineering,
Photoshop, Mindfulness, Duke of Edinburgh, Board Games and Yoga.

Year 12 are offered a range of societies to participate in to help them learn new skills and socialise
with the new students in the sixth form. This programme encourages the students to be
independent and to run their own societies which is common place in university. Societies currently
on offer are Anime, Baking, Book and Film, Multi-Disciplinary Science and the Red Bull Soapbox.
The Red Bull Soapbox society are aiming to build and race their vehicle on TV so we wish them well
in their endeavours. This race has strict rules for entry and all competitors have to dress up in the
theme of the car and perform a sketch before the car is launched so we look forward to seeing them
complete this task.
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Key Dates
Summer (Trinity) Term
Thursday 1st July. Year 13 Celebration Event

Saturday 3rd July-Wednesday 7th July. Year 13 gold DofE
qualifying expedition
w/b 5th July. Year 9 reports sent home
Thursday 8th July. Year 11 Celebration Event
Saturday 10th July-Tuesday 13th July. Silver DofE qualifying

expedition
Friday 16th & Monday 19th July. Year 9 and 10 immunisations
Wednesday 21st July 2021. Last day of term finish at 1.30pm
Tuesday 10th August. A Level results day
Thursday 12th August. GCSE results day
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Student Travel 2021-22
Do you or your child travel to university, college or school by bus? If so, we’ve got the perfect
solution!

Arriva Student Saver tickets are valid for anyone in full time education. You will get unlimited
access to travel on any Arriva bus, across all of our routes in your chosen area.
The Saver tickets will not only cover your travel to and from university, school or college but can
also be used to travel in the evenings, at weekends and throughout the holidays too.
Arriva’s Direct Debit scheme allows you to spread the cost of your ticket over affordable
monthly payments. It’s an easy way to pay for travel and there’s no contract involved, making it
an ideal way to get reduced bus travel for the whole academic year, without paying upfront.
*Our tickets do not cover Arriva London/TFL routes
It’s a simple process to apply, to arrange your Direct Debit please visit:

www.arrivabus.co.uk/monthlytickets
To ensure delivery of tickets in time for the start of the new academic year, we recommend
registering now.
Once registered you can select either to receive your monthly pass by post or sent to your
mobile phone. This ticket will rollover every month for as long as the direct debit remains active.

For any queries regarding the scheme, please email: talktous@arriva.co.uk
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