
 
 

Curriculum statement 2021 

At Trinity, our curriculum emboldens the key values of the schools' founders so that all the young people in 

our care realise their inherent value, regardless of background, belief, or starting point. Through our 

curriculum, students learn that life is an amazing gift to be treasured and enjoyed. In addition, students learn to 

be curious; to think, try, create, learn, and play. Through this exploration they find their place in the world.  

“I have come that they may have life and have it to the full.” John 10:10 

 

At Trinity, our curriculum emboldens and gives context to the ‘Trinity Way’ (Truth, Excellence, Love, 

Leadership and Service).  Our aims are for students to seek and value truth, strive for excellence in 

everything, to love others and be leaders who influence in positive ways. Through our curriculum, each young 

person in our care develops the knowledge, skills and confidence to articulate what being a Trinity student 

truly means.  

 

At Trinity we give all our students access to a broad curriculum of traditional subjects which leads to strong 

intellectual growth and the acquisition of important subject and disciplinary knowledge.  

We arrange our curriculum in discrete subjects. These subjects provide a well-constructed and articulated 

framework for teaching and learning. Teachers are subject experts and are in the best position to select and 

sequence the components of the curriculum to optimise learning. We organise and structure each subject so 

that students are given a thorough grounding in the basics or essentials of each subject so that they build 

future progress on secure foundations. Our curriculum is designed to be challenging and aspirational and, as 

such, it embodies high aspirations for all our students.  

Citizenship is delivered through our Trinity LifeBites programme, which is delivered across subject areas and 

through regular form time. We have allocated the content to best reflect subject expertise. 

All students participate in Core PE at Trinity, gaining skills and knowledge which supports healthy lifestyles 

whilst at school and beyond. 

Inclusive Entitlement 

We believe that students are entitled to become effective communicators, through writing and speaking as 

well as becoming capable numerically. 

Students are entitled to develop a deep understanding of scientific theory and practice. 

Students are entitled to a thorough understanding of the world and their place in it through the study of 

languages, humanities, literature, arts and religious education. 

Students are entitled to become confident in speaking and writing a modern foreign language (French and 

Spanish). 



 
 

Implementation  

Implementation refers to how a body of knowledge or subject should be taught. At Trinity, we recognise that 

in each subject, implementation is in part shaped by what is being taught. However, while each subject utilises 

approaches which are most effective for that subject, implementation at Trinity is underpinned by evidence-led 

principles. 

Firstly, the acquisition and mastery of essential knowledge, underpinned by the appropriate application of skills 

is key within the curriculum design of each subject. Subject curriculums are structured logically so conceptual 

knowledge is developed incrementally and progressively, and placed within a wider conceptual framework. 

This helps our students understand how current learning fits into a wider arc of learning and gives each lesson 

a sense of perspective.  

Secondly, implementation is based broadly on Rosenshine’s 10 principles of effective teaching. Within this, 

particular importance is placed on review, retrieval, modelling and practice. Each subject adapts these 

principles for the demands of their own subject. However, many common features are discernible, for 

instance, the use of knowledge organisers for the retrieval of key content. This is one way we seek to take 

account of the limitations of working memory and emphasise the importance of developing strong long-term 

recall of the most important knowledge. 

Religious Education  

Religious Education is a core subject at Trinity. Students acquire a deep understanding of Christianity, biblical 

literacy, church tradition and theology. Understanding of Christianity is taught alongside other world faiths, 

particularly Buddhism which are taught as part of the GCSE. Through Religious Education, students are taught 

to understand and evaluate beliefs, how they shape individuals and communities. 

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

At Trinity we believe that students should have full access to our rich curriculum so that students with special 

educational needs and disabilities are fully included and experience academic success. This is central to the 

Trinity Way.  

Learning is sequenced to remove unnecessary challenges, ensure knowledge is carefully built on prior learning. 

Teachers focus upon overcoming barriers to learning and, informed by our SENCO, provide additional 

support to ensure these students can access the same curriculum as their peers. More information about how 

our curriculum meets the needs of students with SEND is available from the SEND information report on the 

school website. 

  



 
 

Key Stage 3 (Years 7, 8 and 9) 

Our Key Stage 3 curriculum is studied over three years. Students study the full range of national curriculum 

subjects such as mathematics, English, science, modern languages, humanities, physical education, technology, 

the arts, computing, religious education, drama, PSHE and careers education. This provides an excellent 

foundation for both Key Stage 4 and the Sixth Form. A three-year Key Stage 3 allows teachers to explore 

content in more detail, giving students an improved grounding in each subject they study and creates 

inquisitive and eager learners. It also allows students the opportunity to accumulate knowledge, behaviours, 

and skills to demonstrate and develop their cultural awareness. 

Students study either French or Spanish, focusing on developing a command of one language. A small number 

of students are supported in accessing other curriculum areas by not studying a language. 

Students finish year 9 with knowledge which prepares them for Key Stage 4 study as well as life beyond 

school. 

Subject Hours per fortnight  

Year 7 and 8 

Hours per fortnight  

Year 9 

Maths 7 7 

English 7 7 

Science 6 8 

PE 4 3 

DT 2 2 

Art 2 2 

French or Spanish 5 4 

Music 2 2 

Computing 2 2 

Geography 4 4 

History 4 4 

Religious Education 3 3 

Drama 2 2 

 

  



 
 

Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11) 

A broad academic curriculum is maintained for all students in years 10 and 11. At GCSE, most students can 

study the English Baccalaureate (EBACC). This curriculum recognises that our students can pursue a broad 

range of rigorous academic subjects at GCSE, and this is ideal preparation for post-16 study and provides all 

students with a broad range of academic subjects upon which to build any future career. We also offer a small 

number of vocational qualifications in Key Stage 4. 

We believe that the cognitive development afforded by the study of the subjects included in the English 

Baccalaureate (English, mathematics, science, humanities, and languages) provides a useful framework for 

intellectual growth for most Trinity students. As a consequence, students are well prepared to access A-level 

courses and further study beyond year 11. 

Students begin to take responsibility for their own learning through guided choices of some GCSE courses, 

supporting their transition to sixth form study. 

Our normal expectation is that students will study GCSE courses in English Literature, English Language, 

mathematics, either history or geography, a modern language, three sciences and religious studies, with one 

further GCSE course from art, product design, food and nutrition, physical education, history, geography, 

computer science, drama and music. Students are also able to opt to take Level 2 BTECS in Creative iMedia, 

Catering and Performing Arts. 

Subject Hours per fortnight 

Year 10 

Hours per fortnight 

Year 11 

Mathematics 7 7 

English 9 10 

Science 9 10 

PE 3 3 

RS 4 4 

Option A 4 4 

Option B 4 4 

Option C 5 4 

Option D 5 4 

Total 50 50 

 

  



 
 

Key Stage 5 (Years 12 and 13) 

At Post-16, students choose from a wide range of Advanced Level and Level 3 BTEC courses, can study the 

AQA Extended Project Qualification. Trinity’s offer of traditional A levels alongside Level 3 BTEC 

qualifications offers both a flexible yet challenging curriculum which enables our learners to access high quality 

higher education and employment after Sixth form.  

Subject Hours per fortnight 

Option 1 9 

Option 2 9 

Option 3 9 

(Option 4) (9) 

Extended Project Qualification 2 

Enrichment 2 

Lecture 2 

PE 2 

 

At Trinity, our study programmes are all designed to be full-time with a minimum of 540 planned hours per 

academic year.  

The school offers 19 A level courses, as well as CTEC courses in IT, Business and BTEC Sport. In Year 12, all 

students follow a core programme including PSHE, PE and supervised study. Trinity students are also expected 

to complete a Level 3 Extended Project alongside service activities. 

A level courses 

Art & Design English Literature Mathematics Philosophy & Theology 

Biology Film Studies Further Mathematics Politics 

Business French Music Product Design 

Chemistry Geography Photography Psychology 

Drama & Theatre History Physics Sociology 

 

BTEC and CTEC courses 

CTEC Business CTEC IT BTEC Sport (inc Rugby 

Academy) 
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