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Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you 

James 4:8 

 

Collective Worship 

Introduction 

Trinity is a Christian faith designated school.  Worship is therefore a central part of school life 

as it gives us the opportunity to come together as a school community to reflect, worship and 

thank God for all that he has done in Christ.  It is also a time when the school is encouraged 

through the hearing of God’s word. It is attended by all students and staff.  

 

At Trinity we recognise that Collective Worship provides significant opportunities for our 

students’ spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development. Trinity is a Christian Free School and 

unique because it is supported by 30 local churches from different denominations. 

Aims 

It is our aim at Trinity that worship:  

 

• encourages a real encounter with the living God. 

• is centered on Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. 

• contributes to the spiritual, social, moral, and cultural development of each child. 

• supports the social and emotional aspects of pupils’ learning (SEAL). 

• promotes community cohesion. 

• gives expression to and reaffirms and practices the values of the school community. 

• allows reflection and response to the fundamental questions of life and those things that are 

of eternal concern and value to human beings. 

• celebrates and gives thanks for the achievements within the school, local and international 

community, and occasions of significance, including festivals. 

• fosters and enables a concern for the needs of others, and a recognition of the vulnerability 

of self and of others. 

• provides members of the school community with the opportunity to experience stillness 

and quiet. 

• provides members of the school community with the opportunity to respond to Christian 

language and to Biblical material. 

• helps students to begin to understand the nature and purpose of worship. 

• provides a foundation for a mature understanding and practice of worship in the future. 

 

Procedures and practice 

Legal Status of Collective Worship 

All acts of worship are in accordance with the school's Trust Documents and reflect the 

Christian status of the school.  

 

Students experience Christian worship in the more formal collective Acts of Worship, which 

take place in the main hall, as well as experience Christian Form worship within their forms on 

Mondays and Fridays.  

 

The responsibility for arranging school worship in our school rests with the Chaplain and 

Headteacher.  
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Inclusion 

The school recognises and values the diversity of experience and belief of the Trinity 

Community. Worship is, by its very nature, an inclusive activity that reflects the 

essential spirituality of human beings.  

 

However, we respect the right of parents to withdraw their children from Collective Worship. 

This school expects that withdrawal will only be made following parental discussion with the 

Headteacher followed by written confirmation of withdrawal.  This right of withdrawal does not 

extend to assemblies. 

 

Collective worship will be treated like any other part of the curriculum when it comes to 

matters of planning, delivery, resourcing, and evaluation. 

 

Acts of Collective Worship 

Students experience a collective Act of Worship once a fortnight in the main hall. The Act of 

Worship aims to be invitational, inclusive, and inspirational. Members of the Sixth Form prefect 

team open the service in prayer and with a Bible reading. The Bible reflection is delivered by the 

Chaplain, Headteacher, a Christian member of staff and / or a visiting Minister or speaker, 

where possible, the Bible reflection links to Trinity’s ethos, vision and TELLS.  All students are 

invited to close the Act of Worship with the collective prayer of dismissal.  

This pattern is flexible and on occasions, it is recognised that leaders of worship may feel that 

they need to respond to local or national events. 

 

There are four official services throughout the year, which include the Remembrance Day, 

Easter and Christmas Service as well as an end of year Celebration Service. These services 

involve our Sevenoaks Churches Education Trust (SCET) partnerships, music, RE and History 

departments. These are different to the fortnightly Acts of Worship and are created by the 

Chaplain. 

 

Form Worship 

Form Worship takes place on a Monday and Friday morning within form time. This is more 

informal and provides students with an opportunity to ask questions and share thoughts and 

reflections within this space of worship.  

On Monday, the Chaplain delivers a short bitesize Bible reflection based upon a theme for the 

term. On a Friday, students have an opportunity to listen to a worship song and to celebrate 

God and one another within their forms.  

Form Time Worship also enables the chaplaincy department to communicate key 

announcements which relate to various chaplaincy initiatives, including, Christian Union; 

Operation Christmas Child and Lent Challenges; offer of prayer and support to students 

throughout the exam seasons etc.  

 

The Christian ethos of the school is upheld through the collective Acts of Worship; Form 

Worship and through the class prayers which open each lesson. The Acts of Worship and Form 

Worship are evaluated through student surveys and the feedback is analysed and discussed with 

the Headteacher.  

 

One of the school’s foundation governors has a role in monitoring collective worship at the 

school. 
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Governors 

The Education Committee governors were provided with draft copies of the 

document for review and comment.   

 

Reviewing and monitoring  

The chaplain, in consultation with the headteacher, consults, reviews, and monitors this policy 

and its practical implication.  

 


