
FAQs Marking and Homework 

What is the marking policy at Trinity? 

Our marking policy at Trinity relates primarily to understanding improvements that students need to 

make and designing lessons which address these. As such, our approach to marking is to use it as a 

diagnostic tool and to provide verbal feedback to students.  Written feedback may be given on 

occasions, particularly after major assessments, but the focus is on providing meaningful verbal 

feedback to students. 

How will my child receive feedback and in what form? 

Each half term, the class teacher will undertake a ‘book-look’ where they will look through each 

student’s work and note on a central planning sheet, any misconceptions and difficulties they may 

have and any specific comments they need to communicate to that student about making progress.  

They will not necessarily write any feedback in the exercise book. 

Following this, there will be a blue review lesson where students will be given feedback on their 

performance (both individually, where appropriate and as a whole class) and students will complete 

activities that will allow them to make progress in those areas that were identified as areas where 

they didn’t perform as well. 

Following this this teacher will look at the work and draw a blue line in the margin to acknowledge 

that the work has been completed to the required standard.  An example of this is detailed below: 

 

This is monitored by lesson drop-ins from senior staff where conversations with students confirm 

that teachers are frequently giving verbal feedback. 



Why has the school moved away from the more traditional written feedback? 

Current research and educational thinking is suggests that written feedback takes a lot of time for 

very little gain in terms of showing a student how to move forwards.  It is far more productive for 

both the student and the teacher to give detailed, individualised verbal feedback that students can 

immediately act upon to help the move forwards with their learning. 

What is the purpose of homework? 

Homework at Trinity is set in order to support the learning process. This means that it will support 

students making progress in different ways. Sometimes as practise of work studied in lessons, 

sometimes as extension work and sometimes as revision. It has been proven that reviewing learning 

frequently aids memory and therefore review learning at home supports the ability to remember it 

in greater clarity. 

Why does the school use Show My Homework and homework diaries? 

Homework is communicated primarily through “Show My Homework” where teachers will detail 

the work that needs to be completed, as well as when it is due.  Students may also write the 

homework in their planners.  This is especially useful for those students who may not have access to 

the internet or have trouble organising themselves. 

How can I check what homework my child has? 

Parents have access to Show My Homework and can keep track of their child’s deadlines.  Should 

you require an access code, please email zloveridge@trinitysevenoaks.com 

How often should my child be getting homework? 

Our guidelines are that homework should be set once a week per subject at KS3 and at least once a 

week at KS4, although homework will only be set if it is meaningful, so this is not rigid.  Students will 

be given sufficient time to complete the homework, ideally a week. 

How long should my child be spending on homework? 

Homework at KS3 should take approximately 30 minutes to complete and at KS4 it should take 

approximately an hour.  

Will my child’s teacher be checking homework is completed? 

Completed homework will be acknowledged by the teacher, but may not have any detailed written 

feedback on it.  Homework may be acknowledged by an orange tick and verbal feedback may be 

given where appropriate.  
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